
 

 

January 
2023 

 

Contact 
Us 

                    Association for Dementia Studies 
                   Newsletter 

Twitter: @DementiaStudies Website: www.worcester.ac.uk/dementia    

Blog: adsdementiablog.wordpress.com  Email us: dementia@worc.ac.uk 

 

 

ADS at the UK Dementia Congress 
In November many of the ADS team descended on Aston University’s conference centre 
in Birmingham for two days focussed on what is happening in dementia support around 
the UK. 

ADS is an academic sponsor for UKDC, which is the largest annual multi-disciplinary 
dementia care-focussed event in the UK. As such we had a significant presence at the 
event, which was held physically for the first time in two years, following the pandemic.  
The opening address was by ADS Interim Director Dr Shirley Evans, followed by two of our 
PhD students, Nathan Stephens and Rosemary Davies, talking about their work so far. 

We hosted two symposia at the event: One on the national spread of Meeting Centres, which 
brought together people from established and new Meeting Centres across the UK; the other 
on the range of education and training that we offer (see p2 for some of our courses!). As part 
of the second symposium we were privileged to present the 2022 Hennell Award to student 
Stuart Wright, recognising their work after studying on our module ‘Expert practice in 
delivering person-centred dementia care’. 

Dr Becky Oatley presented on our extra-care housing project DemECH, Nicola Jacobson-Wright 
co-facilitated an ‘early-bird’ dance session, we had a range of posters on our projects and we 
also launched the ‘Reconsidering Dementia’ book series (again, see page2!) 

We also learnt about all sorts of different work going on across the country, got some new 
ideas and made new connections. For a fuller report of ADS at UKDC, please visit the ADS blog 
at: https://adsdementiablog.wordpress.com/2022/11/17/uk-dementia-congress-2022/ 
 

 

                               to the January 2023 ADS newsletter! 

Happy New Year! 

We’ve certainly hit the ground running in 2023, with a wealth of 
projects on the go at ADS. In this newsletter you can find info on 
new projects, new books, and new faces at ADS. 

But we also take moment to look back – at a wonderful UK 
Dementia Congress at the end of last year, and a trip to the 
Netherlands… Here’s to new year full of more valuable work – 
and hopefully more than a little fun too! 

Thanks for reading – the ADS team. 

Welcome 
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There are six books due to be published through 2023 and early 2024: Dementia and 
Psychotherapy Reconsidered, by Professor Rik Cheston; Education and Training in Dementia 
Care: A Person-centred Approach, by Professor Claire Surr, Dr Sarah Jane Smith and Dr Isabelle 
Latham; Reconsidering Ethics in Dementia Care, by Professor Julian Hughes; Considering 
Leisure and Dementia, an edited text from Dr Chris Russell, Jane Twigg and Dr Karen Gray; 
Neighbourhoods and the Lived Experience of Dementia: Spaces, Places and People, an 
edited text from Professor John Keady; and Talking w ith Dementia, Reconsidered, edited by Dr 
Keith Oliver and Reinhard Guss. More books in the series are planned. 
 
 

Reconsidering Dementia is new series of books jointly commissioned and edited by ADS Professor 
Emeritus Dawn Brooker and Dr Keith Oliver. Dawn said: “Open University Press approached the two of 
us about being the editors of a whole book series on contemporary issues in the support of those 
affected by dementia, which we have called Reconsidering Dementia. In our discussions we agreed 
that there was a need for scholarly texts that challenge and engage readers to think deeply.” 
 

Courses: Study with ADS 
Post Graduate Certificate in Dementia Studies  

In September we will welcome new students to our Post 
Graduate Certificate in Dementia Studies. Why not join? Now is 
the time to find out more!   
The course is provided on a distance learning basis and offered 
online. Building on the wealth of research evidence held by the 
Association for Dementia Studies, our priorities are to support 
students do their very best in their studies and enable them to 
use their learning to make a real difference to people’s lives.   

Interested in finding out more? Please watch this short film 
https://youtu.be/ofYrLaW0xN4  and visit the webpages for the 
course, from where applications (either to study the full course 
or select an individual module) can also be made 
https://www.worcester.ac.uk/courses/person-centred-
dementia-studies-pg-cert 

Enquiries to the course leader, Dr Chris Russell 
c.russell@worc.ac.uk are most welcome. We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

 

Holdenhurst: Evaluating new “community link worker” role 

  

The newly established role of Community Link Worker will be important to ensure 
residents stay connected with their community and involved in daily life. 

ADS will be speaking to residents, staff and community service providers to find out 
what impact the role is having and how it improves life for older people. Watch this 
space to find out more as the project unfolds. 

We are delighted to announce ADS has 
received funding from the Abbeyfields Research 
Foundation to evaluate an exciting new role 
being introduced at their new care-enabled 
assisted living accommodation, Holdenhurst. 

Holdenhurst is in the small market town of 
Heathfield, Sussex, and provides 48 one or two 
bedroomed apartments for older people.  

 

Student Placement Opportunities 

Would you be able to offer a student 
placement to health and social care 
professionals of the future? 

The School of Allied Health and Community 
at the University of Worcester is looking for 
student placement opportunities. 

Subject areas include: Physiotherapy, 
Occupational Therapy, Paramedic Science, 
Advancing Clinical Practice, Health and 
Social Care, Mental Health, Nutritional 
Therapy, Public Health, Palliative Care, 
Physician Associate Training and Social 
Work. To register an interest, please 
email: dementia@worc.ac.uk 

 
RECONSIDERING DEMENTIA SERIES 

Interested in providing opportunities for physical activity to people 
affected by dementia? Then why not find out more about our fully 
online course, ‘Championing physical activity for people affected by 
dementia’? We are delighted to report that the course will be 
offered again in April 2023. Places are limited so please be in 
touch to avoid disappointment.  

The course is for colleagues supporting people affected by dementia, 
who are employed or volunteer in care, health, housing, sport, 
leisure, or community-based settings. It develops the knowledge and 
confidence of students to facilitate physical activity for people 
affected by dementia. There are live and interactive sessions with the 
course tutors, as well as a multitude of resources to support learning 
and practice. To find out more please follow this link: 
https://www.worcester.ac.uk/documents/CPA-flyer-v2.pdf               
or contact Course Leader Dr Chris Russell: c.russell@worc.ac.uk  
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Please forward this newsletter on to others who you think would be 
interested. 
          Subscribe to our mailing list by clicking here 
                    Click here to unsubscribe 

Information that we have been notified of by third 
parties does not imply that it has been endorsed by 
the Association for Dementia Studies (ADS). If you 
have any questions related to third party information 
/events, please contact the named contacts, not ADS. 

 

We’re delighted to welcome Dr Mary O’Malley to the team! 

Dr Mary O’Malley joined us in October as a Senior Research Fellow, here at ADS. Mary is a Chartered 
Psychologist through the British Psychological Society and has been working in dementia care related 
research for almost 10 years. Mary has a particular interest in improving diagnosis and support for 
younger people living with dementia, and environmental design that supports people with dementia to 
live independently. She is passionate about public and patient involvement, co-research and 
disseminating research to the public. 

Mary is presently one of the Principal Investigators on the Wellcome Trust funded DEFIN-YD 
(Dementia Experts for Involvement Network for Younger people with Dementia) project that aims to 
raise awareness of young onset dementia and provide research opportunities for younger people living 
with dementia though a national public and patient involvement network. 

Mary is delighted to be part of the team here at ADS and is looking forward to getting to know 
everyone! 

 

 

A Visit to a Dutch Symposium 
At the end of last year, our Senior Research Fellow Teresa Atkinson went to the 
Netherlands to share her knowledge of the kind of post-diagnostic support work 
that takes place in the UK. She was invited to take part in the symposium Hoe 
om te gaan met de diagnose dementie? (How do we deal with a diagnosis of 
dementia?) attended by over 80 participants from across the Netherlands. 

ADS has strong links with the Netherlands. The Meeting Centre model originated 
there, and in 2019 Marleenje Prins of the Trimbos Institute in Utrecht spent 
three months at the University of Worcester, while working on her PhD. She was 
also at the symposium and is currently researching the living arrangements of 
people living with dementia. 

Teresa said findings from our own DemECH study would be shared. “I am 
hopeful that strong ties can be maintained with Marleenjte and her team. We 
may have a different language and work within different countries, but our 
issues and our goals are the same. We want the best possible life for people 
living with dementia and the families and friends who support them,” she said. 

Pics – Top: Teresa (second from right) at the symposium, together 
with Marleenje (far left); Bottom: One of Amsterdam’s many canals 

 Call for participants! Research into the benefits of counselling after diagnosis 

ADS PhD student Rosemary Davies is looking for people to take part in her research into the potential benefits of counselling, who are 
willing to talk about their experiences after a diagnosis. She said: “As a counsellor myself I am aware that counselling is rarely offered 
after a diagnosis of dementia. There is little research in the area and little training. A better understanding and awareness for 
counsellors of people’s life experience will provide valuable insight and help counsellors develop their practice - and in the longer term 
improve the benefit and availability of counselling to this underserved population.” 

Conversations will be arranged to suit people taking part and hopefully will be a rewarding experience. The interviews will be 
completely anonymised. For more information, please contact Rosemary Davies by email at DAVR3_21@uni.worc.ac.uk 
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