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                               to the July 2022 ADS newsletter! 

While the news headlines suggest the COVID-19 situation is 

something we still need to monitor, there’s no doubt this spring 

and summer has felt like a return to normality in some respects. 

Many face-to-face events have returned after a couple of years 

of either being moved online or cancelled altogether. For 

example the UK Dementia Congress (UKDC) will be returning 

to a physical venue this November (see page 2 for details). 

Another example is the Global Conference of Alzheimer’s 

Disease International (ADI2022), which was held at the 

London’s famous Oval cricket ground in June. We got to 

represent our work there (see the pics to the right!) and it was 

real buzz network with people in-person again, as well as get a 

snapshot of the breadth and variety of valuable work going on 

around the globe. For more on what we got up to, click here. 

Thanks for reading – the ADS team. 

Post Graduate Certificate in Dementia Studies  

In September we welcome new and returning students to our Post 

Graduate Certificate in Dementia Studies. Why not join them? Now 

is the time to apply!  

The course is provided on a distance learning basis and offered 

online. Building on the wealth of research evidence held by the 

Association for Dementia Studies, the priorities are to support 

students do their very best in their studies and enable them to use 

their learning to make a real difference to people’s lives.   

Interested in finding out more? Please watch this short film and visit 

the webpages for the course, from where applications can also be 

made, at https://www.worcester.ac.uk/courses/person-centred-

dementia-studies-pg-cert  

Enquiries to the course leader, Dr Chris Russell 

c.russell@worc.ac.uk are also welcome. We look forward to hearing 

from you! 

 

Championing physical activity for 

people affected by dementia! 

This Autumn the Association for 

Dementia Studies will be offering its new, 

fully online course, ‘Championing physical 

activity for people affected by dementia’. 

This is for colleagues supporting people 

affected by dementia, who are employed 

or volunteer in care, sport, leisure, 

housing, health, or community-based 

services. The course will develop the 

knowledge and confidence of students to 

facilitate physical activity for people 

affected by dementia. There will be live 

and interactive sessions with the course 

tutors, as well as a multitude of 

resources to support learning and 

practice. To find out more click here.  
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A major event in the dementia care world will be held face-to-face once more this autumn. 

The 16th UK Dementia Congress (UKDC) will be held in Birmingham this year, on 8-9 November – two 

years since it was last held as an in-person get together, due to pandemic restrictions. 

UKDC is the largest annual multi-disciplinary dementia care-focused event and exhibition in the UK. The focus 
this year will be how the world of dementia care has changed following Covid-19. 

ADS will once more act as academic sponsors for the event and we will be leading symposia there, as well as 
hosting a stand and other presentations. 

If you might like to attend, have a stand, a poster or do a presentation at the event, visit 

https://journalofdementiacare.co.uk/events/uk-dementia-congress for more details.      

The Journal of Dementia Care (JDC) has recently been re-
launched under new ownership of a Charitable Community 
Benefit Society called ‘Dementia Publishing Ltd’.  

Led by founder and editor-in-chief Dr Richard Hawkins, managing editor 
Sue Benson and editor Mark Ivory, the Journal is published bi-monthly 
and available digitally to subscribers. Our own Dr Shirley Evans sits on 

the editorial advisory board. 

A free newsletter is also published, and the website is updated weekly 
with news and information relevant to people working in dementia care 

in all settings.  

A charitable Community Benefit Society is a relatively new model, 
whose purpose is to support a ‘community of interest’, funded by social 

investment, and in the case of the Journal of Dementia Care, 
subscriptions too. 

JDC and the UK Dementia Congress has a strong community following 

built up over many years, bringing together practitioners, researchers, 
family carers and people with dementia themselves – everyone who 
cares passionately about dementia care and the vital importance of 
supporting all who work in the field. 

Prof Claire Surr, Director of the Centre for Dementia Research at Leeds 
Beckett University, said: 

“The Journal of Dementia Care is a must read for anyone working in 

dementia care. It is a trusted source of information, guidance and 
practical ideas for how to best support people affected by dementia.” 

For more information, to subscribe, invest or sign up for free 

newsletters go to: www.journalofdementiacare.co.uk or contact Sue 
Benson at sue@dementiapublishing.community 
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Please forward this newsletter on to others who you think would be 

interested. 

          Subscribe to our mailing list by clicking here 

                    Click here to unsubscribe 

Information that we have been notified of by third 

parties does not imply that it has been endorsed by 

the Association for Dementia Studies (ADS). If you 

have any questions related to third party information 

/events, please contact the named contacts, not ADS. 

 

realised how different living with dementia is from studying it. I will always treasure being a close part of his last few years and 

it reinforces for me the key role that research continues to have in improving dementia care and support. It is time for me to 

move on from ADS, but I am sure it will remain at the forefront of dementia research for many years to come. Thanks to my 

colleagues for sharing your time, expertise and friendship. I wish you all continuing success and great impact in improving 

quality of life for everyone affected by dementia.” 

Dr Simon Evans, our Principal Research Fellow, will be leaving ADS the 

end of this academic year in August. We’re sad to see him go, but wish him all 

the best for future - over to Simon for a few parting words:  

“When I joined the Association for Dementia Studies over ten years ago it was 

a small team of researchers, educators and administrators. Since then, it has 

been a pleasure to be part of the huge growth in dementia research and of the 

ADS team. I have been lucky enough to work on over 60 research projects 

alongside so many lovely people – researchers, service providers, people living 

with dementia and family carers. I have learned a lot about dementia along the 

way, but when my father developed the disease and moved in with my family, I 

Team Sunflower complete Jurassic Coast challenge 

In our last newsletter we mentioned Team Sunflower were to take on an Ultra Challenge 
walking 100km along the Jurassic Coast to raise money for the National Brain Appeal. 
Well, the team has now completed that challenge – but the donations are still coming in! 

Team sunflower comprised Dr Becky Oatley, a Research Associate at ADS; Jane, who has 
lived experience of dementia and contributes to both ADS research and teaching; and 
Jemma, one of the first cohort of students on our Postgraduate Certificate course. The 
challenge started as a dream of Jane’s and finished as 100km of sunshine, rain, thunder, 
steep cliffs, daunting climbs, sharp descents, teamwork, laughter, and memories. 

The National Brain Appeal has committed to raise up to £7million to create the world’s first 
centre of excellence for rarer dementias and supports Rare Dementia Support (RDS), a 
community of members who provide social and emotional support through a network of 
specialist support groups. You can still donate to Team Sunflower by visiting: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamsunflowers 

Team Sunflower (Dr Oatley, 

Jane and Jemma) at the 

Ultra Challenge finish line 

a helpful checklist to keep track of when 
changes have been made. The booklet will be 
launched later this summer, so keep an eye on 

our social media channels for further 
information. We’ll include a link to an online 
version of the booklet in our next newsletter. 

Coming soon… 
We have been working to 
develop a booklet to help 
people make their gardens and 

outside spaces more dementia 
friendly. It includes information 
about what to look out for and 

More than 100 Extra Care Housing people interviewed 

An ADS study looking at how Extra Care Housing can best support 

people to live well with dementia has reached a major milestone.  

Teresa Atkinson and Becky Oatley have now spoken with over 100 

people – residents, staff, commissioners and social workers – for our 

NIHR-funded DemECH project, completing their “case study” visits. 

The project aims to understand the best model of Extra Care Housing 

to support the well-being of people living with dementia. 

Analysis will be carried out over the summer with booklets and 

publications available by the end of the year. 
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