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Newsletter, April 2022  

Association for Dementia Studies  

Study with us! 
 

Helping people develop their expertise in supporting people to live well 
with dementia is our passion at the Association for Dementia Studies. 
Applications to the Post Graduate Certificate or one of its Modules can be 
made now by clicking here where you can also find out more information. 
Informal enquiries are also welcomed by Dr Chris Russell (Programme 
Lead) c.russell@worc.ac.uk Click here for more information  

New funding from the NIHR and a welcome back to Dr Ruby Swift 

We are delighted to welcome Ruby back to ADS as a Research Associate to 

work on a new work package that sits within the Get Real with Meeting 

Centres project, funded by the NIHR. Ruby has recently completed her 

PhD with the Association for Dementia studies, whereby she explored 

music in the daily lives of people with dementia and their carers at home. 

Ruby will be looking at what the profile is of those who attend Meeting 

Centres, who they are not currently reaching and the reasoning behind 

this. If you want to find out more, please contact: 

Ruby Swift r.swift@worc.ac.uk  

Raising money for Dementia UK  

Well done to Teresa Atkinson and her dog 

Oska (pic below) for completing a 100km 

dog walking challenge to raise money for 

Dementia UK.  There’s still time to donate 

here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the April 2022 ADS newsletter, we can finally see spring!  

We have had lots of changes within ADS since our last edition in January, 

welcoming new staff, saying farewell to some, completing projects and diving in 
to new exciting ones.  As many of you will know, Professor Dawn Brooker 
retired from ADS at the beginning of this month. We have had some wonderful 
leaving celebrations for Dawn over the last few weeks (see pics to right), 

celebrating all that she has done for ADS, the University of Worcester and most 
importantly people affected by dementia and their friends, families and carers. 
We are now delighted to share that Dr Shirley Evans has been appointed 

as Interim Director at ADS. Shirley has worked at ADS for approaching 8 years 
and is the leading expert in the UK on Meeting Centres, with a particular interest 
in community based interventions for people affected by dementia.  

 

Many thanks for reading, the team at ADS.  

 

(Left) Colin Capper, Alzheimer’s Society & (Right) Professor Dawn Brooker  
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Information that we have been notified of by 

third parties does not imply that it has been 

endorsed by the Association for Dementia 

Studies (ADS). If you have any questions 

related to third party information/events, 

please contact the named contacts, not ADS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward this newsletter on to others who you think would be interested. 

Subscribe to our mailing list by clicking here  

Click here to unsubscribe 

Hello from… Becky Oatley  Hi, I’m Becky. I have recently finished my PhD here 

looking at women’s experiences of sport reminiscence. I now work as a Research 

Associate across several projects, including DemECH (Supporting people living with 

dementia in Extra Care Housing), PALDem (Championing physical activity as a leisure 

choice for people affected by dementia) and the Worcestershire Meeting Centres 

Programme. Outside of work, more often than not, I can be found outdoors, either on 

two wheels, swimming in rivers, or more recently, training for a 100km Ultra Marathon 

walking challenge on the Jurassic Coast in support of Rare Dementia Support along with 

team members, Jane (a regular contributor to research and teaching at ADS) and Jemma, 

(a student on our Postgraduate Certificate). Feel free to contact me if you want to hear 

more about my work at r.oatley@worc.ac.uk  

New Research Project looking at personal care 

and people affected by Dementia with exciting 

job opportunity 

Later this year ADS will be launching an exciting new 

research project called Crossing the Line. It is  based on 

extensive consultation with family carers, who told us 

that personal care is often a tipping point for the person 

living with dementia to move into a care home. We will use 

a survey and research interviews to explore the experiences 

of family carers and then work with families and 

professionals to develop a set of pilot training materials for 

testing and evaluation with family carers. This 18-month 

project is funded by a National Institute for Health 

Research programme called Research for Social Care. Key 

collaborators in this project include family carers, the Betsi 

Cadwaladr University Health Board, Midlands Partnership 

NHS Foundation Trust, Dementia UK, the Alzheimer's 

Society, Home Instead and Douglas McMillan Hospice. We 

have a full-time job opportunity for a Research 

Associate to work on this project. Deadline for 

applications is 26th April 2022. 

Look out for further information in the Autumn or contact 

Dr Simon Evans for more information: s.evans@worc.ac.uk 

A new online short course 

The 5-week online Championing Physical Activity course 

aims to enable practitioners within sports/physical activity, 

community and care/health settings feel more confident 

in offering and facilitating opportunities to people affected 

by dementia to participate in sport and physical activity. 

If this interests you, or you would like to hear more 

please contact Chris Russell c.russell@worc.ac.uk or click 

here for more details. 

ADS continues to adapt it’s education 

programmes in the light of COVID-19 

In March 2022 we were commissioned by a Welsh County 

Council to run workshops for care home staff to help them 

to understand the importance of dementia friendly design. 

We originally planned to deliver the workshops face to 

face with a gap in-between to enable staff to use the 

assessment tools. In the light of COVID induced delays, 

we have worked with the commissioner to revise the 

programme for online sessions over a period of 3 months. 

Delivering the programme this way will we believe 

facilitate greater learning through a bespoke, supportive, 

educational programme.  

Please contact Sarah Waller, s.waller@worc.ac.uk or 

Teresa Atkinson t.atkinson@worc.ac.uk to find out more. 

Sign up here for our 2022 Meeting Centres 

Webinar Series  

We are delighted to be able to continue to host our 

monthly lunchtime Meeting Centres webinars in 2022. 

Please take a look here for full details of the webinar series. 

If you’d like to subscribe to emails updates about Meeting 

centres please click here. 
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