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Do you have a friend or family member who attends or has 

attended a Meeting Centre somewhere across the UK?  If so, we 

need your help! 

At ADS we are conducting a research study funded by the NIHR called ‘Get 

Real with Meeting Centres’ that looks at the sustainability of Meeting 

Centres. You can find out more about the study here. Please contribute to 

the study by following this link to complete our survey for family carers who 

have experienced Meeting Centres. 

 

Welcome to the 

January edition of the 
ADS newsletter and a 
very happy 2022 to 
you all. 

   

Hennell Award 2021 

Congratulations to Sue Ashcroft from 

CareUK who was awarded the Hennell 

Award, 2021 for the impact of her work 

after completing our PG Cert Award in 

Expert Practice in Person-Centred 

Dementia Care. 

Congratulations also goes to Suzanne 

Mumford from CareUK who was our 

first graduate to be awarded the PG 

Cert in Dementia Studies in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Left: Professor Dawn Brooker, Liz Mynard, Sue Ashcroft, 

Suzanne Mumford, Liz Davies-Ward. 

A free step-by-step guide for 

conducting research in care 

homes, download now!  

Click here for our free downloadable 

manual and supporting worksheets that 

provides a step-by-step guide to 

conducting research in care homes. The 

manual can be applied to other 

environments, such as: educational, 

hospitals, hospices and other business 

settings. 

Job Opportunity at Association for Dementia Studies  

We are seeking a Senior Research Fellow in Dementia Studies 

to join ADS. Please click here to view the job advertisement. 

Closing date for applications is Monday 21st February 2022.  

Join the Housing and Dementia Research consortium 

The Housing and Dementia Research consortium (HDRC) is a UK network of 

organisations and individuals hosted by ADS, committed to research into 

accommodation and care for people with dementia. Members benefit from 

participation in a network of professionals, access to our website, attendance 

to network events to shape prioritise an share knowledge.  

Click here to find out more information about HDRC, click here to join or 

contact Dr Julie Barrat to find out more: j.barrat@worc.ac.uk  
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Information that we have been notified of by 

third parties does not imply that it has been 

endorsed by the association for dementia 

studies (ADS). If you have any questions 

related to third party information/events, 

please contact the named contacts, not ADS. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please forward this newsletter on to others who you think would be interested.  

Subscribe to our mailing list by clicking here  

Click here to unsubscribe 

 

 

Hello from… Claire Bills  

Hey! I have just started my PhD journey 

with ADS. I’m currently in the process of 

making my research question more 

concise and focused. My research is going 

to investigate the experiences, needs, 

interventions and outcomes of family 

carers of people with Dementia. I was an 

unpaid carer for my nan and grandad who 

had vascular dementia for many years so 

have lots of personal lived-in experience. 

My background is Public Health and I 

have recently been offered a new job 

within Wolverhampton County Council in 

their Public Health Department. If you 

would like to get in touch, please email 

me at: bilc1_21@uni.worc.ac.uk.        

Journal of Dementia Care has recently been re-launched under new leadership of a Charitable Community 

Benefit Society called ‘Dementia Publishing Ltd’. The journal is published bi-monthly and available to 

subscribers. A free newsletter is also published and the website is updated weekly with news and information 

relevant to people working in  all dementia care settings. You can find the link to their new website here: 

www.journalofdementiacare.co.uk where you can invest, subscribe and sign up. 

News 

From.. 

Farewell from Dr Isabelle Latham  

I joined ADS 10 ½ years ago and what a rollercoaster ride it’s been! 5 offices, 6 big research projects, hundreds of 

students, thousands of hours of teaching, so many lovely colleagues and research partners, 1 certificate in education, 1 

PhD and I even got to be a film director once!  From CHOICE to FITS, Namaste to CHARM; I’ve worked on many 

research projects with confusing names and I’ve had the chance to travel across the world presenting; from Stockholm 

to Monaghan, Singapore to Wolverhampton! All the glamorous places! I’m off to pastures new with Hallmark Care 

Homes as their researcher-in-residence, one of the first roles of it’s kind in the country. It’s an exciting opportunity and 

means I get to put my PhD research into practice; supporting care homes to provide the best care for people living 

with dementia. I will take all I have gained from my time at ADS, and from the many people living with dementia who 

have been kind enough to share their experiences with me. I will be staying linked with ADS as an honorary Senior 

Research Fellow, so hopefully will continue to benefit from my colleagues expertise. I would like to say a big thank you 

to my colleagues for their kindness and support and to all the students, staff, people living with dementia and their 

families I have had the pleasure of working with over the years.  

I have learnt so much from you all. Izzie Latham 

 

 

 

 

Our Online Postgraduate Certificate in Dementia Studies and the modules that compromise it continue to grow 

in popularity. The programme aims to help harness the enthusiasm students bring to lead positive change within 

dementia care and support, and enable them to achieve their goals in practice. Why not apply now for our Autumn 

2022 intake? If a conversation about the programme would help please get in touch, or click here to find out more. 

Hello from… Rosemary  Davies  

Hi, I’m Rosemary and I have just joined the ADS Team as a 

MPhil/PhD student at University of Worcester. As a counsellor 

working with older people, I was drawn to research about 

counselling and dementia because I wondered why counselling 

just didn’t seem to be considered as an option to support people 

who had recently  been diagnosed with dementia. Through my 

counselling practice and also my personal experience with a 

close family member I felt that counselling has a big role to play.   

My starting point will be  to ask people with living with dementia 

who have had counselling what they thought of the experience. I 

will also ask counsellors a similar question.  

If you are interested in my project or have anything you would 

like to share I would be very interested to hear from you, so 

please don’t hesitate to get in touch: DAVR3-21@uni.worc.ac.uk  
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Goodbye from Dawn Brooker 

I have made the decision to hang up my hat as the Director of the Association for 

Dementia Studies at the end of March 2022. This has been a difficult decision as I love 

teaching and researching in Dementia Studies and I love working at the University of 

Worcester. However, I have been the Director since 2009 and I am ready for a 

change. I am of an age where I can take my pension. I am not ready for full 

retirement yet, however! I will spend a few months to take stock and think carefully 

about what to do next.   

I began work in the NHS as a clinical psychologist in 1984, having previously worked as a nursing 

auxillary  in Birmingham whilst studying for my degree. I was the first person in my family to go to 

University and I feel incredibly grateful to have lived at a time that provided the opportunity for 

someone like me to have the career I have had. I completed my PhD whilst still working in the NHS, to 

develop a coherent psychological model of dementia that enabled those delivering care to do so in a 

manner that supported well-being. I moved into university leadership posts in dementia studies in 

1999. My motivation was to have a strong influence in improving the provision of person-centred 

dementia care at a national and international level. Ten years later, I established the University of 

Worcester’s Association for Dementia Studies. 

It has been an enormous privilege to lead the team of researchers and edcuators at the Association for 

Dementia Studies over the years to make a significant impact on person-centred dementia care. The 

engagement with collaborators and partners world wide who feel passionate about improving the 

quality of life for those affected by dementia has been enormously important in achieving this impact. 

ADS has a great portfolio of ongoing work and a great future. The University are keen to find a 

replacement professor and an executive search is underway to find a leader who can take the work of 

ADS to the next level.  

The University have indicated that they will award me a professor emerita so I will continue to do 

project work with Worcester and maintain my academic title. Keith Oliver and myself are editing a new 

book series for Open University Press on the back of Dementia Reconsidered Revisited so that will 

certainly be one of the projects that I can devote time to. In early February I will go to Windsor Castle 

for the long awaited investiture for my MBE for services to those affected by dementia. I am looking 

forward to celebrating with family and friends very much. I would like to thank everyone who I have 

worked with over the years who have made my time at Worcester so very special. You have a place in 

my heart forever. 


