
 

 

  

Stoke Damerel Community College is a specialist college for mathematics and 
computing located in the heart of Plymouth near to the River Tamar. They chose to 
implement an ambitious dementia project involving the whole school across all 
subject areas. Over 500 pupils from Year 7 through to Year 13 participated, with the 
College forming a number of links within the local community. 

What did they do? 

Being located in Plymouth meant that Stoke Damerel Community College was well placed as a pioneer 
school as it was within a region which has been extremely proactive in its bid to become a dementia-
friendly community. The college was able to capitalise on existing work and links to adopt a whole 
school approach, incorporating dementia into all of its subject areas and reaching all pupils. 

“We took some of the Media, Health and Social Care and Art students to make a presentation at a 
Conference at the University of Plymouth.  They all did really well in front of an audience of health 
professionals and academics - it was particularly good to hear the art students explain the thinking 

behind their posters and how it connected to what they had learned about dementia from dementia 
carers” 

(Teacher) 



 

Did it make a difference? 

Pupils who have heard 
of dementia 

Key learning point 

Feedback from Stoke Damerel Community College has shown that with the right 
attitude, time and support it is possible to take a whole school approach towards 
dementia. Dementia has transitioned from being a “scary subject” for teachers as 
well as pupils, to a topic that is openly discussed. 

Advice for other schools 

It was useful for all staff to take part in a dementia training session to ensure they had the correct 
information and knew how to address any issues that arose. 

The most successful activities and subjects were those that: 

 Enabled the pupils to interact in some way, for example with each other, with older people in 
general, with people with dementia, or with professionals 

 Fully integrated dementia into the curriculum, i.e. longer projects rather than single lessons 

Having links such as the local Dementia Action Alliance and City Council made it easier to establish 
contact with different organisations. For schools where this is not the case, forming key links with 
local dementia groups would be very important. 

Implementing a project on such a large scale can have an impact on teachers’ workload, so time must 
be allocated to account for this. Enthusiastic and interested teachers also make the whole process 
easier. 

Integrating dementia into a wide range of subjects has helped to remove the stigma around the 
condition, and made it possible for pupils and staff to have open conversations and discussion about 
dementia in a way which has not been previously possible. 

Stronger links have been formed between the school and the increasing dementia-friendly 
community. 

Pupils are sharing information between subjects, especially when presenting to others, and this is 
helping both pupils and teachers to learn more about dementia. 

Pupils and staff who have relatives with dementia are more able to understand what is happening 
and feel able to talk about it with friends and colleagues. 

“The success of the project will stay with the 
staff and students for the future to come.” 

“We know that the project will continue to run 
and develop”  

(Lead teacher) 


