
 

 

  

Gloucestershire is a County in the South West of England. Five Gloucestershire 
schools participated as pioneers in the dementia project, four of which worked 
together to share information; Gloucestershire College, Newent Community School, 
Gretton Primary School and Harewood Junior School. They were co-ordinated at 
Local Authority level and worked together to cascade knowledge using a peer-to-
peer learning approach, with older pupils sharing their knowledge with younger 
pupils. Year 13 pupils presented lessons to Year 8 pupils, who in turn shared their 
learning with Year 6 pupils. 

 

What did they do? 

As one element of their wider dementia projects, four schools in Gloucestershire worked together to 
share knowledge using a peer-to-peer learning approach. 

Step 1 

A specialist in assistive technology was invited to Gloucestershire College to teach 
its Year 13 Health and Social Care pupils about different types of technology and 

how they help people with dementia. 

Step 2 

Some of the Year 13 pupils went to Newent 
Community School to teach one Year 8 group of 
pupils what they have found out about assistive 
technology. They also used a memory game to 
give an idea of what it is like to have dementia. 

Step 3 

The group of Year 8 pupils split into four smaller 
group and prepare lessons containing basic 

information about dementia. Two groups go to 
teach these lessons to Year 6 pupils at Gretton 

Primary School, and two go to teach Year 6 
pupils at Harewood Junior School. Example 

activities they used were the memory game they 
had been shown by Gloucestershire College, 
getting pupils to tie their shoelaces with the 
wrong hand, imaging what it is like being in a 

foreign country but you don’t know anyone or 
where you are, and acting out how dementia 

blocks messages in the brain. 



 

Did it make a difference? 

Pupils felt that the peer-to-peer approach improved their experience of education and enabled them 
to retain information better with pupils reporting “it sticks in your head” better if someone other than 
your teacher tells you. 

Pupils who have heard of 
dementia 

Pupils who have heard of 
assistive technology 

Key learning point 

The peer-to-peer education approach facilitates sustainable learning and fosters 
personal development. The key element of this successful approach was based on 
schools which had a good existing relationship facilitated by a key member of 
personnel at Local Authority level. 

Advice for other schools 

 Maintain a small gap between the ages of the ‘middle’ and ‘younger’ pupils as this is less 
daunting for all pupils involved 

 Facilitate pupils working with smaller Primary schools – or smaller groups of pupils – this is less 
intimidating for the Secondary school pupils 

 The peer-to-peer education model places the heaviest workload on the middle school, both as a 
receiver and disseminator of information and learning 

 

The pupils found the opportunity to participate in a teaching 
fun and enjoyed the feedback shared by pupils who had 
been involved in their lesson. 

A secondary impact of the dementia project was evidenced 
through pupils own personal development. Being involved 
in teaching others placed pupils in a leadership role, 
delivering information, answering questions rather than 
asking them and this helped to improve confidence. This 
confidence was seen as a transferable skill, supporting pupil 
learning in other areas of the curriculum. 

 

“One little girl said her Grandma 
had Dementia and she now felt 

much more confident as she 
understands a bit more about 

Dementia and she now knows how 
[to] talk to her Grandma with 

confidence”  

(Year 8 pupil) 


